
 
 

 
 

 

Is it ROPO or RPO? 
 
In the original (2000) version of the SAMREC Code, the definition of a Competent Person 
(CP) was defined as “a person who is a member of … any other statutory South African or 
international body that is recognised by SAMREC.”  In the 2007 version of the SAMREC Code, 
the phrase “any other statutory South African or international body that is recognised by 
SAMREC” was replaced by the term “Recognised Overseas Professional Organisation or 
ROPO”.  The 2016 version of the SAMREC Code refined this definition to simply a 
“Recognised Professional Organisation, or RPO”.   
 
A similar progression can be seen in all of the CRIRSCO (and related) Codes: 

• The JORC Code first used the term ROPO in their 2004 version (previous reference 
had only been made to various Australian Professional Organisations).  By the 2012 
version of JORC, the term RPO had replaced ROPO.   

• SME 1999 simply refers to a “professional society for earth scientists or mining 
engineers”. The SME 2007 (and more recent) version uses the term RPO. 

• The 2001 IMM and UK Reporting Codes refer to recognised professional bodies and 
specifically referenced IMMM, EFG, GLS and IGI. PERC 2009 required professional 
membership of “an approved institution in Europe (and elsewhere of equivalent 
status)”.  The 2013 and later versions use the term RPO. 

• The 2006 CRIRSCO template uses the term “recognised professional body” and the 
2019 version uses the term “Recognised Profession Organisation (RPO)”. 

• The 2005 CIM standards refer simply to a “professional association”.  This same term 
is used in all of the later CIM Standard Definitions and the 43-101 Companion Policy 
documents. 

• S-K 1300 uses the term Qualified Person (QP) (as does the Canadian CIM definition), 
as synonymous with the CRIRSCO term Competent Person, using the term RPO as a 
key definer of professional membership. 

 
So, the correct (current) term under all jurisdictions is RECOGNISED PROFESSIONAL 
ORGANISATION (RPO).  The term ROPO is outdated and is no longer in use. 
 
A final comment is that, in all jurisdictions, it is only the professional category of 
membership of the applicable RPO that is relevant to CP/QP sign-off.  No individual in a 
Student, Candidate or Affiliate category may be classified as a CP/QP.  Certain RPOs also 
have specified categories (chartership, etc) that are applicable to CP/QP signoff.  Please 
check with your RPO before signing off on any relevant document. 


